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| New-Eng/ md, at his admitlion into one of 
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Mont fweetly unfolded, and comfor-. 
rably applicd co a diſquicted Soul, from tat 


| Text of 2 Sat 23. Van  _ t 
Alſo aDodrinall Conclufion, that there is in all fuch | |þ 
who are effeually called, in-dwelling ſpirituall Gifs | } 

' and Graces,wrouphe and created in them by the Holy Ghoſt, : C 
By that Reverend and faithfull Miniſter of Gods Wc Nd, | / 
MF. HN COTTON, Teacher of the Charch at Boſtor: {4 
in NEW—ENGL AND. < 


_ | 
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W Oe EY is added, 4 Profeſiion cf Faith, madc 


by the Reverend Divine, Mr, 7obn Davenport, in 


the Ci:.urcnes there, 
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To all who lave Intereſt ir the: 
COVENANT OF GRACE. | 


CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,. :  _ 
PHY Heſe comfortable Notes being tn the hands 
=*\ of a friend tothe Anthoar, who commen- 
*NofDp WAX Jing the worth and excellencie of them,” 
| A thought not good to ſmother them by bu- 
EAT | rying them 11 obliuron, but to expoſe 
Ns , . &, / them topubli gue View, for the geneiall : 
WIS (MN ax 40 good apd eſt abI:ſhment of troubled ſouls,” 
that they underſtanding their right aud title to this ſure and 
everlaſting Covenant, may take comfort to themſetyes, and be. 
ſupported againſt all the tempeſizous ſtormes ariſing from Sa- 
tan and the world without, or thediſtempery of thety own: hearts -: 
within: David was unſetled, and bis family diſordered, yet 
Gods Covenant is everlafting, ordered,* and ſure. The- 
condition that 4 required of us as part of the Covenant, zs 
the performance of theſe things , to believe, repent, and 
| ſerve the Lord in newnefle of life-: But the power and abi- 
tity by which wee do them, ts a part of the Covenant oz Gods 
part, to have new hearts, and new ſptrits, whereby wee come to 


repentance, and bringing forth fruit worthy of amendment 4 
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of life; this inward abilitie, an1 new frame of heart, by which 

' (ye-.are renened ti the ſpirit of our mindes, the writing - of 

bis Law in our inwardparts, that s abrarch of Gods Lo- 

—  venant: but the brenging forth the fruits of theſe inward 
oo abilities and graces that are angraffed in us by Chriſt, is re- 


refed "tz 4: As for example; the grace and power of be- 
lieving that God hath promiſed (to 21ve it belongs to him). 
bat Ho belirte, to take held of the promſes, to accept of . Jeſus 
Chriſt, to recerue him as our Lord and Saviour, and the gift 
of” reghteouſueſſe by him 1s required af.,a condition on our 
part : As wee are to make uſe of the Covenant 1s the mar- 
ter of our juſttfication' ag arnft the gil: -of ſin," ſo it will be 
good for t'to make uſe of it for ſandtification againſt the 
power of fin, when wee are troubled with any ftrong luſt or 
Violent temptation, which. is too hard for us to overcome, 
kzow this for 8Þy comfort, that it ts a part of the Lords awn 
Covenant; to delrver thee from all thine enemies, that thou 
mayeſt ſerve him in holtneſſe and righteouſneſſe all the dayes. 
of thy life ,, hee hath promiſed to give the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
create a new heart and a new ſpirit in uw, and to cauſe us to 
walk iz bis wayes : Hebath promiſed,that if we be in trouble, 
and call upon him, he will deliver uw; and if we confeſſe and 
 forſake our ſins, be is faithfull and juſt to forgive us our ſins. 
and to cleanſe ws from all unrighteouſueſſe. If thoa reapeſt. 
any. comfort by that which followeth, lt God : have all the 
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SAINTS COMFORTS 
againſt Perſonall and Domeſticall 


Infirmities, @c- 
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2 SAMUEL 23. 5, 

eAlthough my houſe be not ſo with God, yet hehath made 
with me an everlaſitng Coveuant, ordered in all things, 
and (are, 


w& 


====2FHeſe words arc part of the laſt Song or Pſalime that 

SR $9 cover David penned, and therefore more ſweet, fa- 
xy F211 youry and ſpirituall. It is many times with Gods 
SIN | =: children, asit is with the Sunne, 'which ſhineth 
2 PSVg moſt glorious when it ts neereſt ſetting ; the more 
23] corruption decayes,the more-grace increaſeth, no 
"I growing Chriftian, but the neerer he cometh to 
Heaven, the more ſweet and ſpirituall are his Meditations; and 
therefore David lying in no-known ſin, his laſt Song mutt needs be 
moſt heavenly and ſweet. Theſe arenor thelafſt words of David, 
as itis ſaid, verſe. 1. but they are his laſt ſpirituall Palme or Song ; 
and therefore full of heavenly matter, according to the ſtrength of 
-pirit he was grown unto. . 


ef . 
FRO 


' The 52. Pſalme was the laſt inthe Book of the Pſahns, but this 
ſcemeth to be after that,wherein he ſtyleth himſelf The ſweet Singer 
of Iſrael, verſe 1. _—_— = | 
© Thhis verſe of the Text centaineth in ic three princ'pall parts: 

wr, : B Firſt, 
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| F- ES” . Gods Covenant of free Grace. ; 
bf ;, 'Firft, anacknowledgement of the failing of David himſelf and ; 
his family; in the many duti:s God catlerh them unto ; in theſe 
words: Although my .houſe be not ſo with God; not ſo, hath reference | 
:Q the ſecond and third verſe, not walking according to the wayes -1 
God called them to walk in: What wayes? werſe 3. Fear of Gow; | 
Righteouſneſſe and Juſtice ; he. requires that the fear of God, righ- k 
reouſneſſe and Juſtice ſhould rule in a Princes houſe. " 
Fop explicatton of the words, Though my houſe be not ſo with God, C 
co'wit, thongh my houſe do not ſo walk in Gods fear and righte- 
ouſneſſe as he requireth, wherein he acknowledgeth his failings. 
Again, when he ſaith, ot ſo, he meaneth; his houſe was not ſo 
pure and clean, ſo fruitfull. before God.as he required, verſ. 4. God 
would have a mans ſpirit to be as the light of the morning, cleere 
without clouds, pure from all mixture of darknefſe and corrupti-. 
ons; andour ſpirits and families freſh and fruicfull, as the graffe, 
| when followed with ſ{safonable ſhowers, and the pleaſant beams of + 
+ | the Sun, jt grows moſt ſweetly : So God would have his children, ; 
7 where they enjoy good means of Grace, having dewes from hea- i 
"xn, and very comfortable Stnſhines over them; to grow thereby \4 
freſh and fruitfull. Butwhat ſaid David ? Although my houſe be not 
fo, not walking in our callings in the feare of God and righteoul- : 
nefſe ; although my houſe be not. pure and clean, freſh and fruicful!.,. : 


G <4 Ba bas 0 "0 . k - 
, — gp 


acknowledging his houſeto have failings herein. . © 

2 Secondly;you have the ſupport and camfort David took tohim-.. 
fef, in the midſt of thediſorders of his houſe, from the orderlinfſe 
of Gods Covenant, - which,.though his houſe was unſetled,-- and: 
unſtayed, yet there was a ſure Covenant, though his houſe-was, 
fleeting and unſtable, yet was there an everlaſting Covenant ; kite 
brings in Gods Covenant amplified by three arguments,.contrary, 
£0 the corruptions that -was in-his family.  — 


cEverlaſting,, 13 
Ordered, 7 


, which is amplified thus :; Though: hee and his houſe grow nor, 
JI # 2% " thong 
OB. 
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Gods Covenant of free Grace. 


though they be tranſitory, diſordered, unſetled, yer Gods Cove- 


mane tohim may continue ſtedfaſt, firm, and fare, and this is all his 
Yelire. The word in the Original], {ignifes alſo delight, It 7s all bis 
delight, though God >ring him otherwiſe to nogreat matters, nay 
though he ſhould decay in cheſe outward things, yet this is all his 
defire, that Gods Covenant to him may remain firm and ſure. 
The words being thus opened, divers things may be raiſed _ 
fro:n them : as, . | 


Thet there'is no godly man keeps ſo good an houſe, as to walk Do@r.1. 


'with God anfwerable to their calling, and the means of graceotfe- 
red unto them; and this is the meaning of the words,though my hoaje 
\e not ſo with God,to wit,not walking according tomy calling in fear 
and righteouſneſle ; it is true, I ſhould fhine as the Sun in the morn- 
ing,without clouds with my family,but we are clouded with many 
corruptions: the grafle after Sunſhines and rains, -hath alwayes a 
green and freſh colour, but I and my houſe receive many ſhowers 
-and Sunſlines, yet are not we-in thelike manner fruicfull and flou- 
riſhing. 'David might well ſay, his houſe had not the feare of God, 
when Aiſolom was 10 rebellious againft him, as to have -plucked 
him out ofhis kingdome, when Amroz defiled hisffifter, and'was 


| forit ſhin-by Abſo/aw, who further defiled his fathers Concubines, 


and that in the 'viewof the whole nation; there was neither fear of 
'God, nor righteoufneſſe to man, notwithſtanding the many ſweet 
{howers they received from:the Prophets,they walked not anſwer- 
able to the blefſed means received, but were cruell and rebellious; 
therefore, though God hath called Davidto walk with him in the. 
tear of his:Name, and to cauſe his family to do ſo, yer that” hee 


ſhould fall ſhort'of the. grace maniteſted;he hath juſt cauſe tocom- 


plain, and 'yet Davids houſe is ſet for a pattern for all houſes, 
Zach. 12. $.- In that day ſhall the Lord defend the Inhabitants of Fe> 
rifalem,and he that 1s-feeble amongst them,at that day ſhall be a Dzvid, 


-and the houſe of David ſhall be as God, as the Angel of the Lord before 


them; in which place is ſhewed that God had eſpeciall regard to 


the houſe of David, and where David falls ſhort, few exceed it. 


-David had a ſpeciall care to rule and govern his houſe aright, Pa. 
-101, 1,2. Iwill,laith he,behave my ſelfe wiſely, in a perfeft way, 1 will 


walk within my houſe with a perfect heart; yet notwithſtanding all 
this, when David looks back, and conſiders his own wayes, and 


B 2 ; findes 
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= Gods Covenant of free Grace. 
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> findes many diforders and failings, his houſe is not ſo with God z. 


therefore you may take it for granted,. thatno godly.man dorh 


keep ſo good an houſe, as to walk anſwerable in his calling to the. 


means of grace offered unto him. . 
No houſe walks according to their callings: 


Firſt, concerning the feare of God in your Chriſtian callings, in - 


every family there be ſome of thele vices: 


1. Eye-lervice; children and ſervants are more carefull to ap- 


provethemſelves to their Parents and Maſters then to God. 


2. In every family you ſhall fiade pride and haughrinefſe of 


minde and ſpirit, contrary to Gods Spirir, Rom. 11. 20. - 
3, You ſhall fiade droulineſle. of ſpiric in the performance of 


good duties; which jimplies likewiſe a want of the true feare of. 


God; and this you may tinde in the Family of our bleſſed Saviour; 
they could not watch with him one houre, notwithſtariding his 


calling upon them,and fticring them up thereunto, 11h. 26. 40. 
4- You ſhall finde a {lownefle and dulnefle of capacity, and un- 
_ decſtanding to apprehend any thing that good is, Lwke 24. 25. 


Q fooles, and flow of heart to believe, &Cc.. 
5+ You ſhall finde hardnefle of heart ; the Difciples of our Sa- 


viour, though they.were continually with him, . enjoyed. his glori-. 
ous preſence, daily converſed with hin, ſaw many ſtrange viſions, 


and great miracles, and thereby had many ſweet ſhowers tromour 


Saviour himſelf, falling upon.chem ; yet notwithſtandiug after all 


this, what ſaid our Saviour untb them, As yet perceive .ye not, nor un 
derftand * bave youyour hearts yet hardened ? Matth. 8. 17: 


_ Solikewiſe in-our outward callings we are failing many wayes 
in righteoufneſſe one towards another ; the husband.is wanting to - 
his wife, in not giving-her her due of love, or the fruit of love,and - 
{be back again to him : Parents and: Maſters wanting: to children 


and fervants, and ſo likewiſe thoſe back again to their ſuperiours,, 


not givingand rendring to one another that which. God requires of - 
them : you ſhall ſee Sarab wanting to Abraham,Gen. i 6--5.when ſhe - 
law that Higar had conceived by her husband,and ſhe came there 
by tobe deſpiſed of her, ſhe imputed the occaſion of the wrong of - 
tered to her by her hand-maid,wholly-to her husband, and calleth - 
the Lord-to judge between them, -notwithſtanding ſhe was moſt- 
faplty her felt in it, Ger, 16.5, So likewiſe are husbands wanting. 
x: TO-.;, 
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Goas- Covenant of free grace. 


to their wives in love, kindneſſe, proviſion, prote&ion, ec. whice-- 


is a-want Of righteouſnefle-; ſo children are wanting to their pa- 


rents, and one another; as Aiſolom, Adonizah ; and Amnon in trac 


natu:all affeQion to his fiſtec : ſometimes they are malicicas one to 
anOther, as Joſephs brethren of 7zcobs family : So likewile idlenefte 


and lying,as in Gebez7, 2 Ning. 15.25. David had not dealt welt 


with his ſons, nor his tons with him, neither ©: with his in their 


younger dayes ; we.ſtiould not ſo complain in our-generall calling 
of hardnefſe of heart,and want of life, and unprofitableneficin good - 


duties towards God, if we were not ſo much wanting to one ano= 


ther in love and righteouſneſle ; if we therefore would.not have - 


our hearts dull and unproticible in our generall calling, we-muft 


then labour to diſpoſe our ſelves aright in our particular calling. 
Not fo ; hemeaneth, not anſwyerable to the means of grace : this - 


trace in any family ; ſome of the tamily willnot be brought in,. no, 
not if there be ſtrong means uſed, it will be but in ivypocrifie:;not- 
withſtanding all the ſweet ſhowers tfiat fall upon them, and plea - 
fant Sun-ſhines whereof they daily partake, yet ſome will continue 


as ignorant as at their firſt entrance into the: family; and thongh - 


many do ſettle themſelves to goodneſle, yet they rife not withour 
clouds, there be many corruptions in them : As they have mach 
knowledge, ſo likewiſe thall you ſee them defiled-wittrmuch-pride 
and vain-glory. Husbands. cannot bring in their wives; nor wives 
their husbands, Parents their children, nor their ſervants; and 


| though peradventurethey may bring in ſome; yet not all; neither 
- this without many acloud, many {infull corruptions, lying, pro- 


fanenelſe,unprofitableneſſe ; and when they have brought them for-- 


ward in anygood way,they havemany times ſuch fears and daupt- 
_ Iyg of theireſtates, that they are ready to forfake all, and fall back 
- again;/ and if they come onto any profitable performance of good: 


duties, yet are they ſo wonderfuily unſetled in their eſtates and 
conditions, that many times, the further the day groves, the mnre 


cloudy: it-appears; ſuch ado and trouble is there tocome to any | 
ſecledneſfſe in good wayes, they are ſo clouded with featcs of their 
eſtates, that if they come tobe aſiured of Gods love, they will a .. 
| While Jove good duties, but afterward fall back again to a cu3o- 

mary performancez.and reit themſelves contented with tte Geed. 
- done, yeaz.many times-they break outinto open failings, to tne 
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# other times, ſo more.efpecially*in the dayes. of their humiliation... 
4 and when they come.to renew their promiſes. and vayyes with their 
1 God. If David were. not able to ſay, that-his houſe were perfet - >, 
4 with God, what then may we ſay ? we have not thatmeans which" 
# he had,ſuch Teachers to inſtruct us, ſuch guides whereby wemight-. 
4 be brought forward, neither are wee compaſſed about with Pro- - 
4 phets in a land of upcightneſſe ; where ſhall we finde an houſe that > 


| ancLis as the Sug withour cloud? Wee are therefore to charge our - 
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Gods Covenant of free Grace. + 1 


will be removing, and it is like worſe come in their: room ; bur if © 
they ſhould be all good,yet they who were-good would be wanting 
in the feare of God, and righteoulneſſe -one-cowards another in 
any anſwerable walking according. to the means they do enjoy. 
So concerning the houle of the Jailor, the ſane anſwer may be 
given, though they be all generally good, yet may they fall ſhort of 
the right performance of many good duties zo God, and one to. 
another. 3 24 
The.ſecond Reaſon is from the vanity and: curſe that lies upor» Reafin >... 
the creatures in every condition of life : Every m2 in his-beſt eſtats | 
vanity, Plal. 62, 10. take them-{ingle,they are vanicy; take theny 
together, they are lighter then vanity 3t ſelfe : If it was poſlible to a(l-+ 
ſemble a company who are all good,. yct would they corrupt one: 
another; yea, put what perſons together you can, they will hurt: 
and defile one another, in ſtead of doing good, Heb.12. 23. If any 
man could have a perfe& family,.hee might. then have an heaven: 
upon earth, which he ſhall not enjoy. In-the Church-and Con: 
gregation, you ſhall finde ſome wheat,ſome chatie,fome good corn, 
ſome tares; fo in.the. belt familjes,you ſhall tiade a.mixture of good: 
and bad together. -. ” | 
The third reaſon is from-cthe mixture of fleſh and ſpirit that is» Reaſon 3. © } 
in every man: Wee know bur in part, wee prophecie butin part, » I 
and as our knowledge, ſo likewile all.other gracesare imperfe& ; : 
our obedience, hope, love, faith, they are bucall in part; and iFf- 
David himſelf was not ſo, how could heeexpett it- of his family? © 
Theugh alt our families ſhould be brought on to be godly, yer-+ 
wauld.they be corrupt.in part, for ſo are the beſt here. - 
Learn we then hereby, every-one of us to judge our ſelves-and « VF rt. - 
our faniilies, and to teach every perſon to judge themſelves, as ar » 


walks with God as David did? that growes as.the tender-graffe, : 


ſel YES- a, 
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God's (ovenant of free Grace. 
 felves with our follies ahd failings, and to humble our ſelves fo 
them, whether ic be rowards God, or towards one-another : we 
- ſhould confider how we are failing in the true fear of God, how 
 ſubje& we are toeye-lervice; and although we candolittle in re- 
 formins Kingdoms and Nation;yet we may take care for our own 
- houſes, we may judge our ſelves and our families in our manifold 
failizgs, we may judge our ſelves for our high-mindednefſe,drouft- 
ne in good duties, for oureviil flow heart to.get hold cf any ſpt- 
rituall ching, for our cuſtomary performance. How do we ſtart 
_aiidefrom them upon every occaſion ? our common complaint is, 
we are wanting to God in his fear and holy fervice; we are too 
trait hearted in the performance of good duties : true cauſe there 
'&% why it may be {o with us; yet this is but a branch of the Cove- 
nant, and the reafon of our failings in that is, becauſe we are wan- 
-*-. ging in righteouſnefie one: towards another; husbands walk nor 
T rowards their wives, nor their wives back again to them ; Parents 
to their children, nor children to_their parents, ec. as they all 
ought to do, according to the Law of-God; and therefore we are 
£0 judge our ſelves for our unclernneſſe, for our unprofitableneſfe 
-under the means we enjoy, and toward one another; and this is 
.the cauſe why ſuch good meansas are uſed, are not ſo powerfull to 
-prevaile with us: The Sun rifeth without cloude,and fhineth forth 
treely and powerfully ; it we be overclouded, and overſhadowed 
with any inordinateunruly paſſions, and unbeſeeming behaviour; 
"if were fo diſtempered, and the corruption of onr natures raiſe . 
1uch vapours and miſts in-us, we are to judgeour ſelvesfor theſe, 
.and to takeupon us Foſhxab's reſolution, I and my houſe will ſerve 
the Lord, Joſh.'24. 16. From this generall reformation of families, 
God may be pleaſed to-ſpare the whole Land: as many timesa man_ 
ſparesa Vine that hath bur one branch andcluſter of grapesupon_ 
it, if notaltogether, yetat leaſt untill fach time as the grapes fhall 
be ripe: So God ſeeing a claſter of Chriſtians here and there, be- 
cauſe they cannot grow, if the Vine-be cut up, God will therefore 
therefore ſpare the whole. | 2s EE . 

Again, though God be purpoſed to fend out his.deſtroying An. ' 
gel tolay waſte a place, yet then ve have ſome helps to ſave our 
delves ; There was but onegood houſe in Fericho;which was Rababs 
ithe Harlot, yet God ſpared that for ſome good ſervice done unto 
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Gods Covenant of free Grace. 


bim by her: fo when we ſball hold out the truth, and ſprinkle 


our ſelves' with : the blood of Chriſt, as the I/aelzres did, God 
feeing the blood of Chriſt ſprinkled upou us by our faith and 
repentance, wee may be ſaved from thoſe deſtroying evills that 


overwhelm others. | 
' \ This may quiet the hearts of Gods ſervants in temptations, 


though they tinde many troubles in their lives, and in the right 


ordering of their families,they muſt not rake up ſuch complaints of 


their houſes, husbands, children, ſervants, as to thinke that no bo= 


dy is ſo much troubled in theſe things as theyare; for bettermen' 
then they,have had worſe houſes? David had a ſpeciall care of plan- 


ting his-houle well, and yet ſec what corruptions are found even in 
his tamily ; what diſordered, inceſtuous and bloody ſons he had in 
his houſe ; wherefore wee may well complain of the failings of our 


families, it wee obſerve what want there is of the fearot God, what 


formall and meer outiide performing there is of many good duties; 
this therefore ſhould train us up in ſome patience and quietnefle of 


mindeand ſpirit, to walk wiſely and humbly under Gods hand, 


and not to pine and murnuur at our eſtate and condition. | 


And yet, in the third place, not ſo to be quieted with the di(-- 
orders in our families, as todrive us to negleCt, but Jabour to purge 
them more and more, and not to ſuffer them to come in'; if - 
ſin once get an head, wee may receive many ſweet ſhowers and” 


Sunſhines, and yet be lictle the better for all. If David ſpeaks it 


with griefe, it is then for David, and every good man,. to ule all 


means they can, to reform their families, to call on them to feare 
God, and to walk religiouſly one towards another, and not to 
ſuffer theſe good ſhowers and pleaſant Sunſhines, theſe profitable 


means to be beſtowed in vain upon them : you have a ſweet pro- 


miſe, 1/aiah 55.10, 11. For as the rain cometh down, andthe ſnow © 
from heaven, and. returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, and. 


bread to the eater ; ſo ſpall my Ward be that goeth forth ext of my math, 


z& ſpall not return unto mee voyd, but it ſhall accompliſh tht which I 
pleaſe, and it ſball proſper in the thing whereto 1 ſcnt-#t : We are daily - 


ta intreat a bleſting upon the means,chat it may be effeQall to the 
en4for which ic is ſent. 
: But how may wee help our families to amend ? 
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Gods TCootamnt of free- Grace, 


cleanſed greening to the purification of the Temple; ; the Lord heard bis 
Prayer, und healed their corruptions, becauſe they ſought God in 
his Ordinances. Let us then alſo, following their example, ſeek 
Godin his Ordinances, labour to feel our wants in him, teach the 
lame unto our families, and ſeek him by prayer, that hee would be 
found of us, that ſo we may do that which becometh the Golpe 
of Chriſt. And ſo much for this point. 

Again, in the ſecond place, wee may obſerve, That it is the ſtay 
and comfort of a godly houſholder againft all the diſorders of his 
own heart and tamily, that God h.zth made an everlaſting Coven nt 
with him, ordered in all things, and ſure. 


This you fee evident in D.i4 here, Though my houſe be not ſo with 


God, yet God hath mad: with me an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all | 


ebings, and ſure. We t:ave not walkedin the feare of Gods Name; 
nor in righteouſheſſe towards men, yet here is our comfort, the 
ſtability of the Covenant of God, thuugh wee be wanting to God, 
yet cannot God be wanting tous : Bur for opening the point, it is 
needfull to know theſe four things. 

1. What is the Covenant David comforts himſelf in? 

2. How it is ſaid to be ordered in all things ? 

3. How it is faid to be everlaſting ? 

. How itfaid to be ſure ? 

From all theſe doth David take comfort to himſelf againſt his 
own failings, and the failings of his family. 

Firſt, what is this Covenant here ſpoken of ? This G nOSR ans in 
that he calls it everlaſting and ſzre, implies it to be a Corenantaf 
Grace, in that it hath ſuch properties annexed to it, when only 
belong to God ; As, 

Firſt, everlaſting, Jer. 32. 40. I will make an everlaſiing, Coon 


with them;$c. Again, it is ſaid to bea Covenant of Grace, Rom.4.16. 


and it being of Grace makes it ſure, -Fer. 31.33, 34. Bt thx ſhall 


be the Covenant that I will make with the houſe of I = after thoſe 


des, faith the Lord, Twill put my Lay in their inward-parts, and 


write it in their leaves, and. will i be their God, and they 2/7 ew be my 


berple &c. where he tels you of two Covenants : The Fpnenan of 


orks, and the Covenant: of Grace, this Coyenant differs from the 
| othef in fix particulars. | 


Ef irlt;the Covenant'of Wor orks wt maters Adam and all his poſte- 
G 2 © ; ItFs 
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Gods; Covenant of free Grace. 


2, 


rity, Cain was within this Covenant, Ger. 4.7. Rom.2.6. tothe 10, 
Do well and you ſhall be accepted. This everlaſting Covenant is not made 
to Adamand his ſeed, but ta Abrabam and; his ſeed, Gal. 3. 16. be 
ſaith not to the ſeed as of many, but. as to one of thy :feed, which is 
Chriſt,being ſpoken colleCively ; ſo likewiſe, Gen. 17. 7. Moreover, 
Iwilleſtablſh my Covenant beween mee and thee, and thy ſeed after thee 
zn their generations for an everlaſting Cruenant, to be a God. unto thee, 
and to thy ſeed after thee. _— We: | 
Secondly,they differed in the frame of their tables wherein they 
were written : the firſt was in ſtone after thefall, implying the Law 
was given to ſtony hearts, that could not be done away, and that 
our hearts-were very dull co receive it : But this Covenunt of Grace 
is written in the fleſhie tables of the hearts ; the one gives us duties 
co perform, but no ſtrength wherewithall, the other affords both. 
Thirdly, the Covenant of Works required perfe&t obedience in 
every mans perſon, Gal. 3. 10. For as many as. are of the works of the 
Law, are under the. cuiſe ; for it is written, Curſed every man that. 
continueth not in all things which are written, in the Law to do them, 
Deur. 27. 17. Irany man breaks this Covenant, he brings a curſe 
upon hisown head thereby, no perſon is excepted; it is-not ſo in 
the new Covenant ; God in. that required perfeCt obedience, but in. 
this he requireth it to be done cither in our perſons,or by our ſure- 
ties, Matth. 3. 15. Then Feſus anſwered, and ſaid unto him, Let be 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteouſneſſe, Heb. 7. 22. 26. 


| Andicis tranſlated, Teſtament, becauſe man hath ſareties.to a Te- 


ſtament ; therefore itisin the original), #abixy, hee doth accepu 
perfe& obedience in Chriſt for us, though we cannot perform per- 
fe ſatisfaCtion, yer if our ſureties do it forus, it isall one, 2 Cor. 8. 
12. God accepts at our hands. a willing minde, and of childe-like 
Indeavyours ; if wee come with childe-like ſervice, God will ſpare 
us ; a father will. accept the poor indeavours of his childe for the 
thing it ſelf. EE, L 
Fourthly, in the Covenant of Works, the reward is given of juſtice 
according to works, Gen:4. 7. 1f thou do well;ſhalt thou n0t be accepted © 


. and if thou doſft not well, fin lieth at the door, &c. Rom. 2.6, tothe 


12, Rom. + 4 To. him,that works is the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt ; in the Covenant of Grace, God rewards us not 
according-to:works, but according to his grace, accepting of our- 
defires and indeayours, = _ | itthly,, 
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<5 ifthly, 3n the old Covenant, there- was no remiſſion-of fins 
Curſed 1s hee that continueth not in all things that are written ih the 
Lt todstbem. Now, where thereis cuſednefſef0r fin;therefFno 
'pardon for fin : But in the Covenant of Gract theres a freefors 
giveneſſe of fin, with a promiſe, they ſhall be no more remembred 
againſt us, Fer. 31. 34. For Iwvill forgive their iniquities, and-remem- 
ber thetr ſins ng more. es 


Sixthily, the old! Covenant was: ſbje&fo t& be broker); as to 
bring confuſion upon the tranſgretfonrs ; but this Coverartt of Grace 
cannot be ſo broken, as to bring confuſton apon ſuch who are 
within ir. And thus the Lord puts a difference between them; 
Hebr. $.8. 9.10. For in rebuking-them, hee faith, Behold, the 
dayes will come, ſaith the Lord, when EF ſhall make-with the houſe of 
Iſrael and with the houſe of Judah a new Teſtament, not like the Teſta- 
ment that T made with their fathers in the day that T took them by the 
hand, to lead them owt of the land of Eg ypt, for they continued pot in 
my Teſtament, and I regarded them-not ſaith the Lord, $c. In this\place 
he oppoſeth the one to the other, in regart theone may be broken, 
and the other cannot ; This Covenant of Grace God will not break, 
and though on our partsit may be broken, yet becauſe Chriſt hath 
it in keeping, it ſhall never be fo broken, as to the-deſtruQion of the 
tran{greſſour, Y4 32.40. And I will make an everlafting Cquenant 
with them, that I will never turn away from'then to do them gi; but 
T will put my feare in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me,$:c: 
God will put his feare in our hearts, -which ſhall work in us holy 
care of keeping covenant with him. The. feare of God poſfeſling 
our hearts, ſhall cauſeus,not todareto commit any fin; and there- 
fore, Heb.$, 6. it is ſaid to be eſtabliſhed upon betrerpromiſes, The 
old Covenant was eſtabliſhed upon our obedience, this pronſerh. 
us both to make us obedient, and to keep-us in a courſe of obedi- 
ence; that Covenant promiſeth no pardon apon 'breaches; *buc 
7 , and further faith, thac they ſhall bertmenbrediis imori, as 

er. ZI. 34s k BET WREATH 

But why is this Covenans called an ordered Covenant? © 

- His houte hee knew was diſordered, but this Covenarit he knew 

_ tobe ordered in all things. Now this word' (order) doth fignifie' 
Firſt, to ordain, Pſalm.32.6.. God did decreeit, hiee fet Itdown. 
FS 1 | Jl. 
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Hearty, 2 Cor, gl 3: - : Ho gt ks , 37 25 ohe 


inchecourrof heaven, being nothing elſe bur. an expreſſion; ofzhe 


We of gr of grace. . 


ibn "f $0. ordin, doth ſometimes ſinifie, to furniſh or to _ 


yi ide, Prov. 9. 2- Wildame is laid to.bzve killed ber fatlings, to bave 


mingled ber mine, and to have fierniſped her table ; fo this Covenant is 
provided for us, and furniſhed' with iall blefſings, ſpicituall and 
temporall. 


Thirdly, fometimes'it.is tranflated, direBied, Job32. 14. This 


| Covenant was diretted to David, and the leed of David, nor left af 


randome, but dire&ed to fall aright upon ſome perſon, asic were, 
as once it was faid of Foſeph, Deut. 33. 16. Let the good will of him 
that awelleth i in the baſh, come «pon the head of Foſe epÞþ : So ſball this 
Covenant of Grace. fall Upon the heads of thole for whom it is ap- 
pointed. 

Foarthly, becaladb itis @3 in de, fo is this word uſed, Lev: 1 g. 
Ic is ſaid tobe ſet in order, in regard of the grounds, means, ends, 
parts and perſons on whom it falls. 

Firſt, for the grounds of it, and they are manifeſt unto us « fieſt 
from the abſolute and independent ſoveraignty, God will do what. 
ſeemeth him good in his own eyes, hee w2ll have mercy on whom hee 
will have mercy, Pom. 9. 15- 

Secandly, Gods, everlaſting love, er. 31. 8: The Lord hath ap= 
peared uanto me of .old; fay they ; yea, I have lun thee with an everlaſte. 
ing love, and therefore with mercy T have aratyn thee. 

Thirdly, from his free Grace, not reſpecting good or evill in the 
creature, but the good pleaſure of his will. 

- Secondly, it is ordered in the means, and they are luch as da 
convey.1t unto:us, which are, .. 

- Firſt, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this Covenant was ks wich bs 
from all eternity, Epbeſ.1.3. Bleſſed be God,and the Father of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, which bath Lieged us with all ſpirituall _—_ ings in beg 
venly things in'Chrift, 

Secondly, in Chriſt, and by Chriſt, hath God the Father ſealed 
itunto ug, by his holy and bleſſed Spirit, Ephef. 1.15. 

Thicdly,by his Goſpel hath hedelivered it unto us, 2 Tim.1.io. 


Chriſt hath brought life and imnzorta/3ty zo light .by the Goſpel 3 and 


this is the Inſtrument ir the grace of Sony Is __ bs our 
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Thixdly, in che endeof it, the chiefeſt whorogf v7. | 


Firſt, that God might be gloxifiediri his free:love; inſers forth Ln 


unzous'be richerof his grace, Ephel. x. 6. 
Secondly, that Chriſt might thereby be alocified, Tab. « g,23« 
© Thirdly, God hath appointed to gloritic himſelfin the falva- 
tion of his people, Epheſi2. 2. 2 Tim. 1-9. 
- Fourthly, this Covenant is ordered. in regard of the parts, in 
the Covenant God promiſeth : 
-Firſt, Grace. 
Secondly, pardon of Sin, 
 Ehirdly, fubduing our eos 
Fourthly, outward bleſſing 
| Hee willnot take away bis love Sos 14, 707 ſuffer bs truth to faile,. 
P [a1.89.33,34-For his Tove,you. may reade, Jer.31.3.wherethe Lord 
telleth his people, that hee had hwved them with an everlofting love : 


So for pardon of fin,. Fer. 3x. 34. © will forgive your intquitiers. #14, 
remember your ſins nomore : Eikewiſe for ſfubduing ouc corruptions,: 


Ahicab .7..18, 19. Who is-a God like wnto thee, that pardoneth iniqui= 
ties, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſions of the remnant of bis heritage ; bee- 
retaineth not his anger for ever, becauſe hee delighted in mercy * He will. 


turn again, he will have comp. 78 p01 Us 3; hee will ſubdue our iniqui- 
ties, and will csſt all our ſins into the depth of the ſea: So likewiſe 


for outward bleflingz, Pſal. $4. 11. The Lord us a Sun and ſhield; 


The Lord will givegrace and glory, and n0 good thing will hee with-hold' 


from them-who live uprightly. If outward bleflings be denied to us, 


yet will he not take away his mercy, Pſzl. 89. 28. 14y mercy will I 


keep. for evermore, and my Covenant Ball ſtand ſure; and ſo forward 
to the 34 verſe of the ſame Palme. 


F ifthly,ic1 is ordered in regard of the perſons to whom irisglven, 


Gal. 3- 16. Ic was given to Chriſt, and in-Chriſt to every godly 
man, Gen. 17.7: and. in every oodly man to his ſeed; God will. 


have ſome of the ſeed of every godly man to. ſtand before him 
for ever. 
But why is it called a ſure Covenant ? 


In Gods eternall purpoſe it was firſt framed, Epheſ:3 I: 445. It. 


was everlaſtingly purpoſed with God. 
. Secondly, in regard of the unchangeableneſſe of it + 3 it can= 


not be broken, it is unviolable and everlaſting, Efal. 89. 34. My 
Fe Covenant. 
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' isnot, but ſtands firm-and fure ; the Covenant-of God compaſſe1 


' Covenant 7 will 29t | reakes rior alter the thing gone onpif my month. 
 Burwhy is it ſaid to be: a ſure Covenant Fe - + 1 4 

Becauſe God is unchangeable himſelf, 24. 3. 6. 7 am "he Loyd, 
Tehangenot, therefore yee ſons of Facob' ave not conſumed. 

Secondly, iniChriſts perfe&& nretilhips Heb, 7.22, Who was made 
a ſurety of a better Teſtamentz * ' | 

'* Thirdly;in vegardofithe: firemeſſe of the Spirix of promiſe which 
ſealeth up to us thiis Covenant, and dwelsi in Us. 

How- may the Spirit be faid to make it ſure? 

In the ſureword of promiſe that God hath made arid confirmed 
it by an oath unto his childrenzthat by two tnmutable witneſſes they 

might receive ſtrong conſolation, Heb..6. 18. T he Spirit of God is faid 

ro make it ſire to us, both by the Spirit of taich, looking for falva- 
tion. by another; namely, Chritt Jeſus,” Roms. 4- 16. andby the 
Spirit of fear, Hee will pat his feare into our hearts, that we ſhall not 
depart from him, Jer. 32. 40. And thus is the Covenant of God 
faid to be ſure, Pſal. 89. 34: 36. My Covenant will T not breake, nor 
alter the thing that 1s gone out of my mouth : I have ſworn by my holi= 


. neſſe, that T will not faile David : So likewiſe a comfortable place 


have wein 2 Tim. 2. 13. where the Apoſtle faith, though wee believe 
net, yet he abideth faithfull, he cannot deny bimſelf. LE 
What Reaſons may there be given, why wee ſhould 6 Gator 
and comfort the hearts of Gods people, when they ſee both them= 
ſelves and their families thus diſordered ? | | 
Becauſe this Covenant is a ſoveraign and ſufficienc medicine to. 
heal .all our diforders, and remove all our impedimerits; what. 
though wee on-our part fail, God hath ſworn by his holineſſe he 
will not fail, Pſz/. 89. 35. Ic being 2 Covenant of Grace, is not abro- 
gated by our failing, though wee remain unſetled, yer God con- 
tinues conſtant: If his children walk not with him, bur rebell 
againſt him, what will hee do? They ſhall feel the ſnare ofhis diſ- 
pleaſure, but his loving kindneſſe will be not take from them, Pal. os 


30, 31, 32333» 
Though we and our families are difordercd yet Gods Condi 


— © 


about with our diſorders, ferches themin andcures them. - - 
Thirdly, whereas wee are unſctled, and unconſtant, it may | be 
wee can Pray well to-day, to morrow our heatts are-out of frame: 


Quite, 


y 
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quite, yet this Covenant remaines firme, one and the fame. | 
Fourthly, we are unſerled, and cannot ſtay, nor keepour felyes Rea. 4. 
in any good way, wee cannot lay fure hold on this Covenant of "F 
God; yet notwithſtanding it lays hold on us, it comprehends-ne, 
when wee cannot comprehend it, and ſupports us through all, 
But to come to the Ulſes of the point, and in the - i 
Firſt place, itisa Uſe of much conſolation to all ſuch who are Vs x. Yi 
troubled in themſelves, or in their families; though therebema- = 
ny diſorders in them, though their hearts be naught, their whole 
converſation naught, is there no-hope for a man to ſtay himſeltin 
this condition ? If wee ſhould periſh in this eſtate, it mightbe juſt 
with God ; yet this is all my ſtay. ſaich David, Though my houſe be 
zot ſo with God, though I and my fathers houſe be not fo with 
God, yet David rakes comfort to himſelf, concerning his condition 
from Gods Covenant ; this was the root of his comfort, that God 

| had made a certain and ſure Covenant with him, ordered in all 
things;therefore apply we this wiſely unto our ſelves: Letus fearch 
whart our owndiſorders, and the diſorders of our familtesbe, and 
let us acknowledge the diſorders of our ſelves and of our families 
what they be; let us acknowledge a'ſo, that wee and our families 
are not fo with God ; yer in all theſe diſorders wee areto comfort 
our ſelves, that 'God hath niade an everlaſting Covenant with ys, +-- 
ordered in all things, and ſure, though wee are difordered, yet Gods 
Covenant is not diſordered, though we are finfull and wicked, yet 
God loves us freely, hee will pardon us freely, hee will-heal us 
throughly-; {o that wee ſhall not periſh, notwithſtanding our-cor- 

\-» Bur ſomemay ay, If I could but eſtabliſh my ſelf in this Coves Ov7ed. 
rant, I might receivelome benefit and inward comfort from it, but | 
ray heart is unſetled every day. "Om 

: "Conſider wich your ſelyes, that though your corruptions ap- An. 
peare, and grace runs low with you, though you be but tempora- 
ry,and things with you continually ebbing and flowing, yer Gods 
Covenant: Is fure and unchangeable, and alwayes continues the 
lame: I-MFEHOV 4H, ſaith the Lord, I change not, therefore 
eo ſornfiof® Fatob are not:conſumed, Mal. 3.6 ©. oo 
© T6:Þ-ccodld/Iay hold on this Covenant,” then'Tmight have fome Objet. 
comfort tit; burall my hopes A a ſandy'foundation. 
a Yes 
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of his wings, where nothing ſhall annoy or hurt us at anytime. 
I, bur if a man benot entred into Chriſts Covenant, how may 
hee enter into it, or if he be, how may he know it ? 


For the anſiwer of this, conſider with your ſelf, whether any of 


your anceſtors have been under this Covenant, yea or no ; if they 
have, whether then have you renounced this Covenant, or laid 
claim toit? If you can ſay, you have known ſome of your an- 
ceſtors in this Covenant, and you have not refuſed it, bur laid 
claim unto it, when you underſtood your {elves, it is a certain figne 
this Covenancreacheth tq you, for the Covenant of God is, Iw:ll 
be thy God, and the God of thy ſeed after thee, Gen. 17. 7. 


But how if I know not whether any of my anceſtors weregood 


or no, what muſt Ido then that I may beunder the Covenant ? 

For the anſwer of this, conſider, have you not lived in ſome 
good families? ic is a great ſtay to yoult yoh havesfor this reacheth 
co all; the Covenantis made to the houſholders and their fervants : 
Abraham circumciſed all his houſe by vertueof this, I am a Ged to 
thee, and to thy ſeed, Gen. 17. 7. So that unleſle they have abroga- 
ted this Covenant, K followeth them ſtill, and they may claim it 
to themſelves. fe 
* Buthow if neicher of the former I can challenge to my ſelf; but 
all chat T have had to deal withall have been carnall men, what 
may I do in ſuch a cafe to get within the Covenant ? 

Iconfeſſe then thy condition is ſo much the more to be pitied ; 
buc ſeeing we were not born free, wee muſt therefore take a courſe 
whereby wee may become free. | : 

But what may a man do to be free? 

Totheend a man may be a free man of a Corporation, he muſt 
either ſerve for it as an apprentife, or elſe, as the Captain ſaid to 
_ With a great ſwunme of money have I purchaſed this free- 
dome. 

- But purchaſe it wee cannot; for going thus to work, the ſame 
anfwer ſhall be made tous that was made to Simon Magus, Thy mo- 
ney. periſh witb thee, becauſe thou haſt thought the gift of God may be 
purchaſed with money, As 8. 18, 19. The Papiſts therefore go the 


Wrong way to work, who would bring themſelves within this Co- 
yenant by their large gifcs to edifte. What then ſhall we enterinto | 


a courſe of ſervice to be free of ro Corporation ? why then our 
i; 5 8 2 : beit 
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beſt endevors would cortie: wonderfall thort of bringing'us within 
the Covenant ; wee may take mich pains, and yet fall ſhort ;7 uſe 
much faſting and prayer,and yet fail much of our performances of 
the beſt duties; yet notwithſtanding, if we give np our ſelves to be 
bound-to this ſervice, it we come to God, ſubmit our felves:to him 


mall things; to do with us as hee plexſeth, and as ſhall ſtem good 


in his fight, ſub:micting ourſelvesto be ruled and fquared by himin 
all things, hee ſhall have our whole hearts to do with us what he 
will ; here is the Covenant made up between God and a good 
Chriftian, God then offers himſeli ro us, he is oars; and wee are 
his, Pj21.27. 8, When thou ſaid, ſeek yee my face, my heart ſaid un- 
30 thee, thy face Lord will I ſeek. 

Y+1 mult herein reſolve to take heed of all fin, labour to per- 
form every good duty, and be ſorry you can doit no better ; not- 
withitanding herein ſtands the difference between one that: ſerves 
an apprentiſhip to become free, and one that enters into ſervice to 
be with God. The apprentiſe muſt ſerve ſeven yeers before he can 
become a free man. but the childe of God is made free that firſt day 
that hee gives uphimſeit ro God ; though thou:be 2 ſervant toans 


other man. yet art thou the Lords free ma, 1 Cor. 7. 22, If wecan. 


but content our ſelves to be the Lords ſervants, we thall be his free-- 
men; yet herein are thoſe ſervices ſutable; in the beginning an ap- 
prentiſes ſervice is very ditticult, hee is expoſed to mach hardſhip, 
he knowes not how to pleaſe Maſter or Miſtrefſe ; if he knew their 
mindes, hee would be willing to frame himſelf accordingly : So 


when wecome into Gods ſervice, it he but a little hides his face, we 


think preſently wee are caſt off, and that we were never any of his 3 
but all this comes for want of experience of a Chriſtian mans life, 
if you can: be content to break off from all your evill wayes, and 
with all your hearts cleave unto God, donbtlefſe then God -hath 
made witch youan everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things,and ſure. 


If you be not in the Covenant, but your wholedefire is, that. 


you may, you muſt labour to bring your ſelves into a good family, 
and that you may be fitted for any. {ervice, you. muit deny your 
ſelves, and give up your mindes, wilis and affeftions unto God, 


take Chriſts yoak upon you; if hee calls you to any crofle,umble 


not at it, but bear irpatiently, and waitupon hinsfor a deliverance 
out of itz and thar you may the more cargeltly Rxiveroget with- 


oy 


if 
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jn this Covenant, conſider, that in ſodoing, youſhall certainly 


bring a bleſſing upon you and yours; though you and your family 
be diſordered, yet Gods Covenant will remain firm and ſure mto 
you; all eſtates, chough never ſo free conveyed, are nothing unto 
this ; and theretore, as you love your ſelves,and would leave a ſure 


fnheritance to thoſe that ſhall come after, let your ſpeciall eare be, 
how yee may attain to this, for even a kingdome without this, is 


bur a poor kate. 
It muſt teach all fiich as are under this Covenant of Grace, to 


walk thankfully and humbly, and faithfully : See Davids humble 
thankfulnefſe, 2 Sa. 7.18. WhoamT, OLard God, and what is my 
fathers yy that thou haſt ſpoken of thy ſervants how for a great 
while to come £ We muſt xa? truitfully with God in he ſenſe of 
this Covenant, in pardon of fins, in beating down corruptions ; : 
there is no better {1gn that we are in this Covenant, then togrow 
thankfull forit, and humble under it, and fruittull in communica- 


ting our experience unto others,and labouring to bring them with- 


in thecompaſſe of ir. Thus much for this DoCtrine. 
The third thing is the confining of Davias defire and alvation 
to this Covenant, whence obſerve: 
That the ſecurity and ſufficiency of the Covenang. of Gods 
Grace, is all the ſalvation and delire of Gods people. 
This is evidentin the Text, it is all his will, = will compre- 
hends the deſire and the delight of a man; fo that rhis Covenant 
-o {o compleat, thata man needs nothing more to ſalvation, or to 
fatisfic his defices- and theſe two comprehend all that hath been 
fad of Cods Covenant : Whar is it, that he ſaith, it 3s all my ſal- 
vation and deſire? Salvation comprehends in it theſe two things : 
Firlt,a deliverance from dangers. 
Secondly, a ſate comfortable and glorious eſtate; So that ſale 
vation implies in ic ſafery, vz. deliverance from all dangers, P/:3.8. 
Soalſy a ſafe, comfortable and glorious eſtate in heaven: When 


: David ſaid, This is my ſalvation, his meaning is, Thad never been 


freed foo: danger, nor ſer in a ſafe and glorious < ondition, bat by 
vertue of this Covenant. 

Sccondly, this is the ſubſtance of my ſalvation; ; for this Cove- 
nant gives us tuch hold of falyation,that though we haveit not yet, 


webelicve we have lalvadon by vertue of this Covenant, we are in 
many 
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many diſcouragements,butGod hath made a covenant todeliver us. 
- Thirdly, Thisis all my debire (viz.) the obje&t and ſumme of 
all my alive, nothing bur as it comes within the compalle of this, 
Gods glory is my defire; as all my delire is here,ſo all my rejoycing; 
for the word whichis here deſrre, in the firſt Pſlam. v. 2. is tranila- 
ted delight : all Daviar deliire aud delight was in this Covenant, 
he took no comfort in his crown, nor that he was « ſweet Singer of 
Iſrael, nor in his children, though comly, nor in the ordinances of 
God, no further then they were wrapped up to hin in this Cove- 
nant of Gud, and the Reaſon is: 

Firſt, becaule there is no bleiling ſafe to us, no deiire or delight, 
but to far forth as it is conveyed in this Covenant unto us. 

If a man were delivercd from danger, unlefſe by vertue of this 
Covenant.,it is a cold deliverance : For.it he be ſaved from drown= 


ing, the gallows may claim his right of him; if the gallows cannot, - 


hell fire will reach him,if he be nor within the compalle of chis Co- 
venant if hee have credit and wealth in this world, yet if not con- 


' veyed unto him by vertue of this Covenant, itis a milcrable eſtate ; 


children, beauty, ſtrength, gifts may be delued, if they come un- 
er this Covenant. | 

Secondly, from the compleatneſle of the ſuffictencie of thts Co- 
venant: No deliv:rance we can ſtand in need of,but this Covenant 
can convey it unto us; all the deſires and delights of the Church 
are wrapped up in it, No good thing will he with-hold from them that 
live a godly life, Pial. $7. 7. All my ſprings, (faith David) are in 
thee; God delights in us, when we arein his Covenant, kis Cove- 
nant reacheth to his Church, and wee being members of that 
Church : Hence it comes to paſſe, that we partake of all the plea- 
ſant ſprings of Gods love, and rich mercies to us in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Forthe Ule of this point. 

Firſt, it may ſerve to teach men and women, be their condition 
never ſo happy otherwiſe, not to reſt contented in any ſtate what- 
ſoever, untill they have gotten themſelves within this Covenant, 
that they would mot think themſelves out of danger, nor well pro- 
vided, till they can thus affure themſelves they are within this Cq- 
venant ; wee ſhould not have our defires fo ſtraic and narrow. as 
to be ſatisfied with earthly things at any time, Pſal. 81. 10. Open 


' "thefe 


thy mouth wide, and I will fill it, gape after greater things then 
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theſe, breath afcer this everlaſting Covenant ; Lift #þ your heads, O 
yee gates, and be yeelift up yee everlaſting doors, and the King of glory 
ſhall come in, Pial.24.9. Cloſe you not therefore with theſe things, 
they will yeeld you bur lictle content ; the wicked inlarge their deſire 
& bell 3t ſelf; they will travell all the world over from Sea to Sea 
to get wealth; how then ſhould wee enlarge our hearts, and gape 


| Wideafter heavenly things that are of an everlaſting continuance, 


untill wee are in a ſafe and ſure condition, and ler all our deſires be 
after the Coven.mt of Grace ? 

Second]y,it wee are in this Covenant of Grace, we may then law- 
fully comforc our ſelves in theinjoyment of all other good things 
whatſoever, becauſe all mercies and bleflings ſpring up from this 
Covenant of Grace; and herein ſhould we fix all our defies, all our 
falvation and delights, Fer. 9, $3. 2:4. Tous ſaith the Lord, Let not 

the wiſe man glory in his wiſdome, _ the mighty in-his might, nor the 
rich man in hs riches, but let him that glorieth,. glory in this, that hee 
runderſtimadeth and knoweth mee, that I am the Lord which exerciſeth 
Judgement and loving kinaneſſe in the earth. 

Thirdly, it may ſerve to teach every godly man,who hath a-part 
in this Cover.2t, ro make account that he hath full poſſetlion of his 
ſalvation, that all his deiires and delights are ſatisfied; if wee have 
but this Covenznt, we do nat well to detire any thing more : forin 
it are contained all things, and having it, we have all things; are 
Gods children in any dangers? are they overcome' with any for- 
rows ? let them but conſider of this Covenant of. God madeunto 
them in the blood of Chriſt, and they ſhall find comforc ſafficient 
to ſapport.them through all : Why doubt we of deliverance from 
ſin, or- any» danger? none evill can betall us by vertue-of this 
Covenant; if wee therefore want any thing, let us coni{tder what a 
covenant wee are in. 

Fourthly, it is a comfort for all Gods children,that they are ſafe 
from all dangers, and have ſalvation already, 2 Tim. 1. 9. Who 
bath ſzved us, and called wu with an holy calling ;, we are put into a 
covenant of ſalvation, let us therefore be thankful] to God for it, 
and doubt no longer. 

Fifthly, thoſe that are in this Covenant, hi muſt make uſe of It 


tothe perfeCting of their falvation, and fulfilling of their dejires. 
h You wal ſay, you inde your fins not pardoned, and you args i 
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troubled about chem, if you be within this Covenant, your ſins are 
pardoned unto you. But you will ſay, fill I finde ſin ſtriving, and 
corruption breaking forth ; Well, have you given up your ſelves to 
be Gods ſervants, tobow and iubmit your ſelves to his holy and 
bleſſed will in all things, here is then a covenant for thee, promiſing 
oardon of fin, who is a God like thee, forgiving wuiquity, tranſgreſſ;= 
2n, and ſin, and paſſing by eftenccs. 

But you will ſay, your corruptions are ſtrong, and you cannot 
ge Power over them. | 

Here is falvation to deliver thee from the bondage of thy ſins. 

But you will fay further, you are ſubjeG& to long lickneifes, and 
diſeaſes very: tedious; yet notwithſtanding here is conſolation 
enough in this Covenant for thee, to ſave thee at length out of all. 

You will further ſay, you want the comfort of this Covenant ; 
conſider this is a comfort making up your deſires unto you, fo far 
as the Lord ſees meet ; if in croſſes you would not depart from 
God, noriit looſe from him, God hath promiſed you ſhall not ; 
therefore make uſe of it tor this end : Do you that are parents de- 
fire that your children, and all that belongs to you may do well in 
this life? having this Covenant you have all,you only want a heart 
fitted and dilpoſed to apply it unto your felt; plead you therefore 
with God, and intreat him, that hee would be pleaſed to make 
good this Covenant unto you. Thus much for the third point 
raiſed from the words. | 

Further, faith hee, A!though he make it nct to grow, his meaning 
is, thatalthough God make not his family to grow in this world, 
but cauſe it to fee hard times, and undergo many crofles and 
. troubles, yet-this is his comfort, and all the ſtay of his heart, and 
his ſalvation, That God hath made with him az everlaſting Cove- 
nant, ordereg in all! things and ſare. So that the point to be obſerved 
from hence is this: | | 

That howſoever God deals with our families, yet the Covenant 
of Grace muſt be to us the ſatisfying of our deſires and delights, and 
_ the ſummeot our ſalvation. This Covenant God made to us, and 
let that ſufficeus in all ; it was that wherewith God ſupported Paul 
when there was ſent ento him a meſſenger from Satan to buffet him, 
My grace (faith the Lord) # ſufficient for thee. This Covenant of. 
thy :5s ſufficient to pardon fin, and to heal fin; therefore, whe- 

ther 
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be contented; for Gods grace is flflicient for him : D.aid41aw his 
houle would fall upon {trange changes in regard of. the great fail- 
ings of his children, that they ſhould becarcied away captive, ang 
in 4 manner, into. obicuriry of darknefle, through Gods with- 
drawing the light of his countenance from ſhining upon them, Oc- 
calioned by the great diſorders that were before ſeen in it ; this his 
condition he might have ſeen in Ethan the Ezrabite, who lived in 
his dayes, Pſal. 89 39. Though betore hee fawall this evill, yet 
this was lufficient for him, though his houſeproffered not, that 


God had promiſed in his Covenant that: hee would not forfake 


him and his, atthough hee made -them nor to __ | and the 


Realons are: | 
Fiſt, becauſe God had made a promili aa our honkaliel 


ftand for ever,though they do notfproutnor Hourithlixe abranch .$ 


yei.Gad will not rake away his mercies from them. 1 '.: 

Secondly, hee hath promiſed to ſanRifie fuch croſler, - that their 
proud hearts ihon!d be humbled, and thar.they ſhould become bet= 
tered for that which they have. ſuffered, they ſhall thereby be 
brought ta acknowledge Gods great mercy unto themy! aud all 
i 009g tr m and afflitions {hall at length'rurn to heir great 
gavantage 

Thirdly, how ever - God deals aol usin outward things; yet his 
Covenant isa certain ground for our eternall inheritance; alrhough 
2mans life may.be.turned uplide down,yet nouwirhitandinig here 
Is our comfort; we have our etetnall happinelſe im che higheſt hea- 
vens, . Luke 12.32. Fear not little flocke, it 1 your Neg Plafice 
£0 gave. you your inheritance. 

Finſt, iemay ſerve to provea diſtempered paſſian ofoup  ſpicits, 
who cannot be perſwaded Gods Covenant. reacheth totisunleſiaws 
profper in the world ; wee ſhould rather be men after Gods own 
neait, as Dawid :. IT how David catried himſclft in the like caſc 

and condition, he doth reſthimſelf inGodsCavezart, wheehey his 

on 6 ar gxa3n.nati, hutwe are of* anoube®ſpirir, though-wee 
kagwiGodsGouenan is everlaſting andfece,yer ynielſt our:datldten 


begreat ones, and all may proiper:in the world, aczording to the 


dzfre gf our hearts, we tnink we haveno favour in the Covenant of 
wan ; alas,all things axecounted otheimile _ As dry things, | 
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like Manna, which at kengeh thechildren. of Dre! begants-loath 
and hate : As: concerning the light afflitions,'which arebur mo- 
-mentary, herein wee:ſhould comfort our ſelves, that God will tem- 
: per all co our everlaſting happineſſe, as in the iflue chereof wee ſhall 
- ſee.,. This pride. of nacure: was the tin'-cf Himan, Eft.5. 13. all 
-avayed;' him noching as long: as ' frdevas the Jew did nor bow 
- to him. If other mens ſheafs-may not bow to ours, then wee think ; 
all liccle worth belides ; bur this is a grievous (in againſt God: it ; 
- argueSa baſe eſtimation of the Coverunt of Guds grace ; it is a fin 
:to be Teproved and'rooted out. Wee think, becauie Gt {doth not 
make cur houſes to;grow and flourith, that there kno contentment 
tobe found in the Covenant of Grace : This tin of pride was allo in 
Hezekiab, in ſhewing to the Bat) loriſþ men all his garments and 
2. -+ Pprectous Jewels: 
_ wfe 2. ,F Secondly;,wemuſt learn:to grow in the Covenant of Gracezthough 
F. we ſhould never grow great, nor riſe high in this world, nor in 
| 1.+£:.\ - thethingsthereof, we muſt reſt ſatisfied in.and by the Covenant of 
| Gods grace. It David thinkit ſufficient,ſo maſt we. What though 
- wee be nepleCted in: the world, and-finde no contentment in out- 
ward things, yet this may ſerve to quiet the hearts'of Godschil- 
dren, that though'they grow normuch inthe world, yet havinga 
part in the Covenant of Grace, they need not to trouble themſelves 
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WW abont. any ether thing that 1 pe to them 3 ; this condition i Is 
ks | ahappycondition.: . 
4 If 3. - ;Fhicdly, ic may teach every dahneons: Lhfiabdee and Parent; 
74 tO take.-more care to leave a good covenantto their children and J | 


ſervats. then anything elſe. If they have butthis portion left to 

them, they ſhall do well, whether they. grow and proſper in the 

things: ebthis world, orno, God hath made:a Covenant: with the 

H _ Parents: and. Houlholders, andicthall deſcend upon thier fo faras 

Goddoth order it. 

F U4 Fourthly, it niay ſerve-to "te ourfaithin the flideions of the } 
Churches abroad; though they. grow not bur decay, yer ſecing 
God hath madeaiCovenmitwirt their fathers; and undertaken'to 
dothem good, they will avlength prove che berter for'it, and God *'| 
will make his Covenant good untothem ; all that God doth exer= 
ciſe them withall, is: that hee may-do them good at length, Geds 
Govenant being an everlaſting _ their condicioa at laſt thall 
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ant of God, that undoubtedly;atlengrh it ſhall be well with them, 
thoughGod never make them nor theirsto grow in outward things, 
yet they may reſt upory the Coverant,there Isenough for them; :Re- 
Joyce we then in this Coverant,for't is arr everlaſting Covenantiz and: 
let us make ir our chicfeſt happineſle, that wee have a part in it, 
though wee and others ſeem not t> cur ſelves to: grow, yet wee 
ſhall grow, ſo-far as God ſees it meet for us to grow,although we 
for-out parts perceive ic not, 1ſazah 3.10.11. Say to the righteous it; 
ſball-be well with themsfor they ſhall eat the fruit of their own doings,bat 
wo to the wicked, for it ſhall be ill with them, far the reward of bis 
hands ſpall be given unto bim. Itſhall be ill with Rox and her ad- 
herents ; the Covenant of Works (hall be required attheir hands. , 


9 WY a. "—_ 


A Dodrinall Concluſion. _ 


That there be in all ſuch as are ffettually called andunited 
' unto Chriſt, 1n-awelling ſpiritual gifts of grace, wrought 
and created in us by the Holy Ghoſt, that us, by the beget- 
ting whereof, we are begotten aud rexewed to a ſpirituall 
.- 'tife unto God, and ſo become fit members of his (hureh, 


| The opening of the terms of this Dofrine. 


DIY gifts of Grace, L mean holy qualities, the ſamewhich Philo- 


J ſophers call vertmous habites, or good diſpofitions, whereby the 
facultics and affetions of the ſoule, which by corruptnature are ſet. 
npon a mans felf, andearthly things, and cannor ſavour the things 


. of God(and fo are ſaid to bedead) are hereby ſanRitied, and lifted 


np ra Gd, and fetnpan him and heavenly things, and ſo are ſaid 
tobe quickened ind.matde alive ro! God. Whence weare ſaid to be 
begatten again to a lioely hope, 1 Pet. x..3. and the faith of the righ- 
reons is oppoled to the dead Faich of vain men, Fam.2.20. Thele gifts 


_ wefay are wrought, or created by the Holy Ghoſt, becaulſethey are 
theftuirzorttfefsof the Spirit of God ip us,Gal.5.22,23. wrought 


byhieAdinighty creating power — Col.2.12. Pſ.5 1.1 & 
2 - "= 


b Fifchly, it may beulefulFto all ſuch, who have part in the C:2e+. 
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and thereby making us ſpirituall men, F Coy. 2. 15. And fie Infttu- 
ments for Gods ſpiritaall ſervice, 1 Pet. 2. 5. and therefore every 
one of rheſegifcs of grace, whereby any faculty or affetion of the 
foule is ſanftitzed;jr iscalled the ſpiric of {uth a faculty or atietion , 
as the-lanCtified diſpoſition of the mind is called, The ſpirit of a ſound 
minde, 2 Tim.1:7. The fpicit.of Faith is the gift of Faith,2 Cor.4.13. 
Thetpirit of love,orof the fear of the Lord, are the gifts of boly love, 

' and fear ſantiifying ſuch affe&tions, 2 Tim. 1.7. Ia. 11, $. Further, 
welay theſe gifts of grace are ;z-dwell;ng,and abidingin every chil$# 
of God,effettually called and united unto Chriſt;in as much as they are 
neither mortitied and extinguiſhed in us(as ſome would haveit) by 
ourfinjon wich Chriſt, (for mortification is of corrupt laſts, or-of 
the body of {in inus, Col. 3. 5. Rom.6. 6. not of the gifts of grace) 
neither are thelegitfcs of grace tran{tent and paſling away, as they 
woild be, it they were meer aQtions of the Spirit, proceeding and 
patling from us: Nor are they abiding in.the Holy Ghoſt,(though 
he abideth in us) becauſe no created gifts'or qualities abide in him ; 
{whatſoever is in him is himſelf: but they are preſerved in us by 
the Holy Ghoſi(as they were wraught by him) and are alſo by him 
increaſed and perfefted in us, againſt the day of our diflolution, 
when we {hall be preſented blameleſſs without ſpot or. wrizicle before the 

OOO ES i A OT CY 
. The fiſt Reaſon ts taken Pomthe'exprefſe teſtimony of Sctip- 
ture, ſpeaking of che gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, as being in.us, and 
fruirfull in us, 2 Pet. 1. 5,6, 7, 8. Adde moreover (faith Hee) to your 
faith wertue ;- and to vertwe, knowledpe; and to knowledge, termperane] 
and to teraperance,patience ;. and topetienceygadlineſſe ; and to:pgdb 
brothenly kindnsſſe ;- and to brother(y kanuneſſe, lave iiFor, if the Sekinge 
be it: you,and abound, theymake you, that you ſhall neither beharren, nar 
anfraitfull in the know ledge of. our Lord FeſmsChriſt. :t'rom whence 
the Reaſonis concluded,thus : Faith, Verrue, Knowledge, Tempe< 
ratce;Patience,Godlimeſſe, Brotherly:kintneſſe,; Love, thiyarealh 
mitts, and make us'freiefultice Chrift..” The Textis:-plain.;:butall 
theſe are neither the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, for then one Holy Ghoft 
fhould be added to another ; or onepart ofthe Holy Ghoft,fhouls: 
bedded to ariother. Nor are they the aGions: ofothe Holy 
Ghoſt proceeding from ws ;(forthete things arein usarid:bbounde 
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ing inus,and conſequently abid] ing in us ; and they cauſe ns to. bring 
forth aQions-meet tor Chri:tian Srofeſſion : For they are ſaid to 
make ns fruicfuil in the knowledge of Chriſt, very. 8. Therefore 
they are the gifts of grace abiding in us. 

* Thelecond Reaſon is taken from ſuch places of Scr) Ipture,as put 
2n expreſſe difference between the Holy Ghoſt and his gifts in us; 
and the exerciſe of rheſe gitcs by us. In 2 7:m. 1. 6. Stirre aþ (faith 
P ul to Timothy ) the gift of God which 15 in thee; and verl. 14. that 
700d Treaſure (or thing) which was committed to thee, keep by the Holy 
G 7hoft which dweleth in us : where there is a plain difference between 
the gift of God,and the ſtirring up of that gitt,which is the exerCcile 


of it,and the Holy Ghoſt which helped him to keep it,and to uſe it. 


But hee ſpeaketh of miniſteriall gifcs, notot- gifts accompanying 
falvation. 


He ſpeaketh of both : for in the verſe next before (werſ, 5.) hee 


itteth Timothy in minde of the wnfergned faith which (faith hee) is 
tn ihee,and which dwelt firſt inthy grandmother Lois, and in thy m1ther 
Eunices, and nozp in thee alſo, Whence the Reaikin is plain, It un- 
feipned fairh, and other inch like gifts of God, dwelt in Timothy, 
and in his mother, and in his grand-mother, then there be gifts of 
grace accompanying ſalvation, that dwell in ſuch as are efteCtually 
called. Bur the formeris plain out of the T xt, therefore ſo is the 
latter. In 2:C9-.6.6. the Apoſtle aith,He (with the other ApoRtles) 
approved: Oy ves as the Miniſters of C br ſt,by prereneſſe,by knowledge, 
by long-ſufferizq, by kindneſſe, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeigned. 

Bur by theſe, Paul and the reit earl themſelves as the Mi- 
xiſters of -Chrift ; and therefore hee-ipeaketh of miniſterial] gifts, 
not of gifts accompatiying falvation. 

The inference is naught; fora man cannot approve! himſelf as a 
Miniſter of Chriit by minifteriali gitts, without ſuch gift. as do ac- 


_ company falvation; and: therefore the Apoſthe doth - pleinly 3 in- 


ftance, nut only in minifterial} gitrs, but fuch allo as do accorpa- 

my ſalvation; as pureneſſe,long-ſufferirg, love anfeioned, Tin't Cor.1 2. «4+ 

The Apoſtleſſaith, there be-deverſities, Xetpt9pa ea, that is, of gifts of 

grace, which he diftinguiſheth from operations, verſe 6. 

- -: Bur hee ſpeaketh of OTIiga gifts, not of gifts accompany- 
:falvation../  : - 

-1: Bide: — not only o miniſteriall oife ts, but of all gifts of 
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grace)by which we are knit to Chriſt, and one to another,as head; 
and members of onebody ; andin reſpe& of which, The eye cannot 
ſay to thehand, I have no need of thee ; nor the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you, verl. 21. | 


| The third Reaſon is taken from the eſtate of the perſon united 


ro Chriſt,which being uniced,is not a naturall,bur a ſpirituall man. 
The Reaſon ftandeth thus : If there be no ſpirituall gifts of grace 
wrought and created in the ſou},then Chriſt is united by the Spirit 
of God to the naturall man; F or without ſpiritual gitts,thereisno- 
thing but nature in us,to which Chriſt by his Syiric is united. But 
Chriſt is not united by the ipicit tothe naturall man. Proof of this, 
1 Cor.2, 14. The natural man auth net receive the things of God, nor of 
the Spirit of God; and theretore doth not receive Chriſt united to 
him. C 

A man is nota naturall man, bin a ſpirituall man, when the Spi- 
ric of God dwelleth in him. | 

True,becauſe the Spirit of God where he dwelleth,worketh gifts 


. offpirituall grace; bur it he ſhould nor,the foul would be ill natu- 


rall, asthe Temple of Solomon was ſtill a materiall Temple, (nota 
1{pirituall Temple,as wee are, 1 Pet. 2.5.) though God dwelt in it, 
becauſe hee wrought not gifts of ſpirituall grace in the Temple, 
whereby it might live unto God. — 

In all union, the things united are diſtin& from the bond by 
which they are united ; Chritt is one thing,the ſoul is another, the 
Spirit of God thar uniteth them is diſtin& from both. Now, take 
the Sptric of God as a diftin& thing from the ſoul, and what is the 
ſoul but a naturall ſoule? And fo Chriſt by his Spiric being united 
to the natura!l ſoul, is united to the naturall man. | 

The fonrth Reaſon is caken from the nature and kinde of that 
life which the members of Chriſt do live: thus, If the'members of 
Chriſts body be living members, and living ſtones, then they live 
either by ſome gifts of ſpirituall grace created in chem, or elſe they 
Jive the uncreated life of the Holy Ghoſt, communicated to them. 
Bue they donot live the uncreated life of the Holy Ghoſt commu- 
nicated to them ; therefore they live by the gifcs of ſpirituall-grace 
created in them. The former Pcopolition (or mzjor) is plain, be- 
caliſe the diſ-junCtion is immediate : there is no middle way can-be 


giyen, buteither welt live a created life by ſome gitts obſpicitu- 
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all grace created in us, or elſe we mult live the uncreated life of the 
Holy Ghoſt communicated to us. The latter Propoſition (or minar) 
;$ as plain ; for no cricatune (if being finite) can live an increated 
life,which is infinite ; buc we are creatures,and finite,and the life of 
the Holy God is increated, and infinite; therefore wee cannotlive 


his life. 


Thelife of head, and members, root a and WO is ks ſame. 
_ -Firſtythelife of Chi its humane nature is not the infinite and un- 
created lite of che Holy Ghott; which may ierve for another proote 
of thelatter Propotition, that wee do nor livethe uncreated life of 
the Holy Ghoſt communicated to us : Far we cannot live an higher 
or greater ſpiriuall life, then the humane nature of Chriit lived. 
But the hu nane nature of Chriſt lived not the infinite and uncrea- 


ted life of the Holy Ghoſt ; for the humane nature of Chriſt was 


not capable of the Jufinite attributes of thedivinenature: ; againit 
which, when Ezt:ches taught otherwiſe, he was condemned fr an 
Heretique in the generall Councell of Chalcedor. 

The compariſon-muſt be ſtretched no further then Chriſt inten- 
ded to [hew the rneer conjunttion between Chritft and us, fo far, as 
that wederive and receive continuall nouriſhment and ſupply of all 


grace, and fruittulneſſe thereof from him: But not to imply the 


ſame individuall life in him and us, as is inthe root and branches, 


head and members; for root and branches make but one tree, 


and head and members make bur one perton : But wee are not 
the ſame perſon wich Chriſt, and thercfore wee have life not the 
very ſelf-ſame with his,but conformable to his,and faſhioned after 
his Image ; the ſame with his in proportion and re'emblance (as is 
the Image of the ſeal and of the wax) the ſame in proportion,not 
the {ſame in number. And this muſt needs be ſo,becauſe the fathers 


before Chriſt, had as truly the ſame ſpi (pictcuall life of Chriſt as wee.; 


the life of his: divine nature neither of us have,thelife of his humane 
nature wasnot then in being ; and therefore they had only. a pro- 


portion and reſemblance of his life before his coming, as wee have 
aker his coming. 


The fifth Reaſon is taken from the change of the heart in con- 
verfion : Ic ſtandeth thus; If in converſion there be ſome thing a= 
new created and begotten in us, which wasnot created, nor begot- 


ten before, then there þe new Spirituality! of grace created and 


© begotten 
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begorten in ns: For the ſubſtance of the foul and body 1snor a> 
new-created and bepotten ; It: is the ſame it was-before; and the 
Holy Ghoſt cannot be faid to be created or begotten in us at all : 
but in converſion the Lord doth create a new heart in us, P/.5 1. 10, 
anddoth regenerate, or renew a right {piric in us, beſide the Holy 
Ghoſt,of which he ſaith in the next verſe (verſc1 1.) Take 708 thy ho- 
ly Spirit from mee. The Holy Ghoſt cannot be ſaid to be ereated or 
renevved,for he is no creature,nor was he cver old : And in Ezek.36. 
26, 27. hee promileth to puta new ipirit within us, verſ. 26. and 
withall,-promiſeth-to put his own Spirit within us, verſ; 27. And 
bis Spirit and our fpiric are made ewo diltirict witneiles, Rowe. 8.16, 
--- Fhe ſixth Reafon is taken from the Law written in our hearts, 
under the Covenant of Grace z thus: It there be a law written in our 
hearts under che new Covenant, then either this is the Holy Gho&k 
himſelf,or ſpirituall gifts of grace wrought in our hearts by the Ho- 
ly Ghoft, whereby we are fitted and enabled (through his leading) 
to walk in the Law of God,and to keep it. Burthere is a Law w1i:- 
ten in our hearts under the zew Covenant, Jer. 31. 33. and this Law 
is not the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, for it is the ettect and: work of the 
Holy, Ghoft, 2 Cor.3. 3. where it is ſaid eo be wricten by him; now 


alav, oran Epiſtle written by any man, cannot be the man him- 


1cH that wrought it. | 

* The ſeventh Reaſon is raken from the voluntary concourſe of 
every child of God, with the Holy Ghoſt in every {piricuall work ; 
the Reaſon is framed thus: If there be no ſpirituall-gifts of grace 
in the ſoule united to Chriſt, then in every good ation ri: Hy 
Ghoſt a&ts immediately the naturall faculties and afte&tions to fi 
pernatarall effefts : (as ſuppoſe he then acteth immediately my na- 
turall love to the ſaupernaturall love of God) But in every good 
ation the Holy Ghoft doth not a& immediately the natnrall ta- 
culties and affeCftions to ſupernaturall efftefts. Proof of this: If the 
Holy Ghoſt in every good attion do att irvmediately my nattrall 


faculty or affetion to a ſupernatural effe&t, -then in every:gaod 


action: hee turns the courſe of my naturall faculty 'or aft:Rion 
againſt his proper and voluntary bent : For my naturall faemlty or 
affection hath no proper or voluntaiy bent to Ipirttuall good ef- 
feds, bur Juſteth againſt them, Rom. 8.5. Gal. 5.17. Butthe Holy 
Ghoſt inevery good aftiorrdoth not turn thecourſe of my factifty 
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and affetion againſt vaperons voluntary bent ; For then we 
ſhould not do good aQtions voluntarily, and then chey would be un- 
welcome and grievous to us,contrary to 1 Jeh.5.3. and then we ſhould 
loſe our reward, 1 Cor. 9. 17. 3 
Buc God himſelf is laid ro be our gifts and graces, and therefore Objeft. \ | 
they are nothing bur his Spirit in us:'- As Gad is faid to be our conhi- 
dence (which is all one with faith) P/al. 65. 5. So heis faid to be our [- 
hope, Fer. 1 4. 8. Pſzl. 71.5. our love, our love it ſelf, 1 Joh.q.16. 
Firſt, God is faid to be our confidence, and hope, becauſe he is the nf, 
obje& of our faich and hope ; and therefore wee are ſaid, zo put or | 
confidence, or to believe on him, 1 Pet. 2.6. Now if ic were meant God 
is the very grace of faith, or confidence whichis in us, then when we 
believe, or put our confidence on God,we ſhould put God.upon God, 


which were abſurd; and if ſomething were lacking in our faith Tas j 
there is, 1 Theſ. 3, 10.) then ſomething were lackingin God: And if [E 
it were meant that God is the grace of that hope which is in us, = 


then when David prayed, he might not be aſhamed of his hope, hee 
meant, that he might nor be aſhamed of his Gad. 
God alſo may be ſaid to be our confidence, or hope, becauſe hee is. >, | 
the author and giver of theſe _ to his people, Fſal. 119.49. * Nj 
God is {aid to be our Jove, becauſe wharſoever is good in the crea- >, 
ture, is in God eminently, and infinitely, and fo,is God himſelf: Bye 1 
if God were that grace of love (which is faid toabide in us, 1 Cor. 13  _, 
13.) then God were a fruit of the Spirit, for that love which Pane" 't; 
in us, is:a fruit of the Spirit, Gal.5. 22. . i | > j 
The Lord ſcatter our darkneffſe, and lead us by his Spirit of light if 


andtruth, into all truth, through Chriſt. 
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W . A Profeſion of Faich, madeby the 

= — —_ Reverend Divine, M* 7ohn Davenport, at his 

-— admiſſion into one of rhe Churches of 
+ God in New-England, vis. 

E116 T-believe with all ng heart, and confeſſe with my month : 

El i [is Concerning the Scriptures. 


-: MM Hoſes and theProphets, 'and: of the new: Teſtament) and is 
'- ** © Profitable for doftrine,for'reproof; tor correctionsfor inftru- 
Aion in righreouſnefſe;that the man of God may be perte&,through- 
ly furniſhed unto all good works, 1 Tim.3:1 6,17.and tharin af things 
which concern faith and obediznce, whether in Gods Worſhip, or in 


wheranto foching may beadded;nor fiom'ir may ouphe be'diminifh- 
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That God is a Spirit moſt holy, immutable, cternall,every-way fn-- 


And that inthis Godhead, are three diſtin& Perſons, coeternall, co- 
= , and coeffentiall, being every one of them one and the ſame 
God,-1 

being,Dems. 4-3. but diſtinguiſhed one from another, by their ſeverall 
and peculiar relative property:;the Father is of none but of himſelf,the 
Son isbegotten of the Father before all worlds, the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
4 h from the Father and the Son, from all eternity, all together 
_ eto be worſhipped and glorified. | 7 
Cad '2.. Concerning the Decrees of God. 2 
- That Godbath unchangeably decreed in himſelf from everlaſting, 
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Hart all Scripture is by divine inſpiration, or-inbreathin g of 
God{by Scripture Imean,the Books of the old Teftament,as- 


the whoſe converſation of-men; it hvlderh forth a molt perfe&'tule, 


eL;Pert.q.2\ Rev.22.18,19. Which allo is fo clear in truths neceffory” 
. evfalvationgthat theentrance into ir giveth light; yea, underſtanding” 


Finice,in greatneſſe,goodneſſe, power,wiſdome, juſtice,truth,and in all. 
divine perfe&ions, 1 Tim.6.:15 , 16. Joh. 4.24. Iſai.6, 6. Exod. 34. 6,7. 


.notthree Gods, and therefore not divided in effence,nature,or. 
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touching all things,great and ſmall,neceffary, contingent; and volun- 
cary,with all the circumſtances of them,to work,and diſpoſe them ac- 
cording to the counſell of his own will (yet wichout being Author of, 
or having fellowſhip with the fins of any) to the praile and glory of 
his great name. And touching the erernall eſtate of men, thatGod 
hath according to his moſt wite, free, and urchangeable purpoſe in 
himfelf, before the-foundation of the world; choſen ſome in Jeſus 
-Chriſt to eternall life,to the praiſe and glory of his grace,and reje&ed 
_ or reprobated others to the praiſe ct his juſtice. | | 
| . Concerning Creation and Providence. | 
That in the beginning God made by his Word all things of nothing 
very good,and made man,male and temale.after his own Image righ=. 
- teous; and asa faithfull Creator doth ftilluphold,diſpoſe,and govern 
all things to the ends for which they were created,having care eſpecial= 
ly for man,andamongſt men,chicfly for the righteous and believers; fa 
that neither good norevill betalls any man without Gods providence, 
5. Concerning the fall of man,and original ſin. Eb 
That in as much as Adam was the root of all mankind,the Lawand 
Covenant of works was given to him,as to a publike perſon,and to an 
head from whence all good orevill was to be derived to his poſterity : 
Seeing therefore that by the ſubtilty of the Serpent, which Satan uſed 
as his Inſtrument,firk Eve,then Adm being ſeduced,did wittinghy and 
willingly fall into che diſobedience of the Commandment of God 
Death came-upon all juſtly,and reigned over all, yeagover Infants alſo 
which have notfinned after the like manner of thetranfgreflion of A- 
d:ra:}5:nce ab it i8,that all fince the fall of Adamare begotten in his 
v5 Ikenefle, ifcer his Image, being conceived and born in iniquity, 
ard ſoby natnrechildren of wrath,dead in treſpaſſes and (ins,alroge- 
rher tichy and polluted throughuur in foule and body: utterly averſe 
from any ſpirituall good, ftrongly bent toall evill, and ſubje&ro al} 
caiamitics due to {1 tn this world, and for ever. we” 
. \ 6. Concerning mans reſtitution. Wt 
 'Thatall mankind being thus fallen,yer the ele&,and only they,are 
Tedcemed,reconciled to God,and ſaved, not of themſelves,neither by 
their own works, but only by the mighty. power ef God, of hisun+ 
1earchable, rich, free grace and mercy; through faith in Jeſts Chriſt, 
Ayboof God is made unto us wiſdom;righteouſneſs,fan&ification,and 
redemption ; jn the relation both of a furery to ſfatisfie God juſtice for 
485409 of an head to reſtore the Image of God that was loſt, and re- 
tr. E 2:'', ,:' 7. Concerning 
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| 7. Concerring the Perſon and Natures in Chriſt. C 
That the Lord Jeſus, of whom 1oſes and the Prophers wrote, and 
_whom-the Apoſtles-preached,is,as touching his Perſon,the everlaſting 
Son of God che Father, by eternall generation, coefentiall, coequall, 

and cocternall,God with him,and. with the holy Ghoſt; by whom he 
made the world, and by whom hee upholdeth. and governs all the 
works he hath made: whoalſo, when the {ulineſle of time was come, 
was made of a woman,of the Tribe of 7#4ah,of the ſeed of David and 
Abrabamviz,. of Mary that bleſſed Virgin, by by the Holy Ghoſt com- 
ng up-n her,ard the power of the moſt high overſhadowing her;and 
was in all things like unto us, fin only excepted; ſo that in the perſon 
of Chriſt,the two natures,the divine and humane,are truly, pertealy, 
igdivilibly, and diſtinMly united. | | 
- 8. Concerning the Offices of Chriſt. 

Thac: Jeſus Chriſt is the only Mediatour of the new Teſtament, 
even of the. Covenznt of Grace between God and man ; the Prophet, 
Prieſt,and King af the. Church of God for evermare; and this office is 
fo proper to Chriſt, as, neither in the whole, nor any part thereof,it 
can. betransferred from-him to any other. And to this office hee was 
from everlaſting,and in reſpeft.of his Manhood,from the worab, cal- 
led, ſeparated, and anointed moſt fully with all neceſſary gifts, as it is. 
written, God hath not meaſtred out of the Spiric unto him. 

9. Concerning Chriſts propheticall Office. 


That Chriſt hath perfeRly revealed the whole will of God.,ſo far as- 
ic 18 needfull for his people.cither joyntly,or (everally to know,believe, 
orobey,and that he hath ſpoken, and doth ſpeak to his Church ,in his . 


own Ordinances by thoſe inſtruments whom hee ſendeth, and by his. 
Spicit. | 


I0.. Concerning the Prieji hood of Chriſt. 


That Chriſt being conſecrated, hath appeared once to put-away fin, . 
by the —_— and facrificing of himſelf, and hath fully performed : 
I thoſe things, by which, God through the blood of his : 

crofle,in a ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavor,might be reconciled to his - 
ele&; and having broken down the partition wall, and finiſhed and 
removed thoſe ceremoniall rites and ſhadowes.is now entred into the - 


and ſuffered a 


moſt haly.place, (not made with hands) to the very heavens and pre- 


ſence of God.,where he for everliveth, and ficteth at the right hand of 
Aajeſty, ro make-inteiceſſion for ſuch as comeunto the Throne of 


Gracedy that new and living way ; and he maketh his people a ſpiri- 
guall houſe,and an holy Prieſthood to pray rw! (yu Gerific =— 


< 


x1, Cane. : 


, _ P 
-. >» - ry. . n 
oo Ire - - _ - = - > 990 0420. wen he gÞ neo eer —W- _-- 4 I — = I » + 
. 0 < P - "_ : 


y 


Le ao 


A P rof#ſ$i0n- of Pa#th. '. 


11. Concerning Chriſts Kingly Office :: 1, Inmgenerall. 

. That Chriſt being riſen from the dead;aſcendedinp tro-heaven;{eraat 
the right hand of God the Father, hathall-power in heaven/andeatch 
given to him, and doth exerciſe his power in his goyernment of this 
world overall Angels and men,good and bad;,to the preſervation.and 
ſalvation of his ele, and to the ruling and deftru&ion of the repro- 
bate; communicating and applying to his ele&,the-benefits,vertye,and 
fruit of his prophecie,and prieſthood co their regeneration, jnſtificati- 
on,fandtification,preſervation,and ſtrengthening in all their ſpirituall 
conflits againſt Satan, the world and the fleth, continually dwelling 
in them by his holy Spirit, begetting and nouriſhing in them faith, 
hope,love.repentance,obedience, with peace and joy unto immortali-- 
ty: but onthe contrary, limiting, uing,reſtcaining vhe reprabates his 
enemies, by his mighty power, asſeemeth good in his divie wiſdome- 
and juſtice, to their ſedufion, hardening and condemnation, till his 
appearing in glory with his mighty Angels to judge both quick and 
dead; where he will be, and1eparate all his ele& from them for ever, - 
puniſhing the wicked wich everlaſting perdicion from his preſence; and 
Jayning together the godly wich himſelf in endlefle glory. 

| 12. Concerning his Kingdome : 2. In ſpeciall. 

Thacinthemean time,beliles his abſolute rule in the world,Chriſt 
hath here-on earth, a. ſpiricuall Kingdome in his Church, which hee 
hath purchaſed and redeemed to kiniſelf as a peculiar inheritance;inso 
the body whereof hedoth'by the power of his Word, and Spirit, ga- 
ther his heople,calling them through the Miniſtery of the Goſpel out 
of the world, and from Idolatry,ſuperſtiction, and from all works of 
darkneſle to tellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt,and by him with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt,and wich his people,making them a royall Prieſt- 
hood,an holy nation, a people ſer at liberty, toſhew forth the vertues 
of him that hach called them out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 
anduniteth them rogether as members of one body in his faith, love. 
and holy order untoall generall and mutuall duties: and inſtructs and . 
governs them by thoſe inſtruments and ordinances which he himſelf 
hath preſcribed in his word for the edification ofhis body the Church. 


cet. 
_—— 
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13. Concerning the Application of Redemption.” 

That the Holy Ghoſt is ſent by the Fatherand the Son to make ap-+ 
plication of Redemption only to thoſe whom the Father hath by his 
eternall Decree given to Chriſt, and for whom Chrift makeekr inter- 
eflion to his Father, - and whom the Father acceprs ini-Qhrift nneo - 


fellowſtip ofthe everlaſting s free = | 
19:5 2D them . 
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them out of the world to fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt by the Goſpel, 
made effeCtually co.that end, by the mighty power and operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Which grace 'of effeQtuall calling is thus diſpenfed tg 
a = loſt finner, awakened and humbled by the Law through the 
effeCtuall working of the ſpirit of bondage,judging himſelf worthy to 
be deſtroyed for his {ins;and ſeeing bimſelf utterly deſtitnte of al help 
or hope of himſelf.: The Lord,in the preaching of the Golpel by the 
powertull work of the Holy Ghoſt, revealeth the tulnefle and all- 
{ufficiencie of that grace,and falvacion which is laid upin Jeſus Chrift, 
as the only futable good to him; that hee alſo enablerh him (piritual- 
ly and (avingly co apprehend Jeſus Chriſt as given him of the Father, 
And the ſame Spirit, having chuscnlightened him, doth Jeave a fuper= 
naturall vertne and impreſſion of Gods love upon the fou!, whereby 
the ſoul is drawn to cloſe with Chriſt, and with-that grace oi God in 
him ſo entirely, that there is now nothing between Ch:iſt and the 
foul, bur ic willingly parts with all chings chat hinder his enjoying 
of Chiiſt ; and by chis effeQuall calling all that are broughc co Chriſt, 
are, I. juſtihed; that is, abiolved from fin and death, and acccunted 
righteous unto lite, for, and through Chriſt apprehended, received, 
and relied upon by faith. 2. They are adopted, that is, accepted for 
Chriſts ſake to the digniry of Gods children : They are alſo, 3, ſan- 
Ctiftied, that is. really changed by degrees from the impurity ofiim, 
to the puricy of Gods Image; and laſtly, they are gloritied, that is, 
changed trom the miſery or puniſhment of ſin, unto everlatting hap- 
" Pinefſe, which begins in the inward ſenſe of Gods love to them in 
Chriſt, whence they have hope of glury, boldnefle in accefle co God, 
certainty of ſalvation, peace, joy unſpeakable ; and it endeth in their 
full perfe&ion in ſoul and body. + 
I 4. Concerning a partictelar inſiituted Church,md the Priviledges thereof. 
_  Thatirisa company of faichfull and holy people, or perſons cal- 
Ted ont of the world to fellowſhip with Jefas Chriſt, and uriited in. 
one Congregation to him as members to their head, and one with. 
- another, by a holy covenant for mutual! feilowfhip in all ftuch wayes 
of holy worſhip of God, and of edification of one towards another,as 
_ God himſelf hagk required in his Word of every Church of Chriit, 
- and the members thereof. ; | 
I5. Concerning the manner of gathering a Church, 


Thacic is the duty of all Chriſtians, having renounced all falfe, 
wayes ot Idolatrous, Antichriftian, and ſuperſtitious worfblp,and of. 
fin, andche world (az50 infirutand gave — 
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cording to God; ſo) to joyn willingly together in Chriſtian commu- 

mon:and orderly covenant, and: by free-confefſion of the faich, and 

profcffion of their ſubjeion ro the Goſpel of Chriſt, tounite them- 

{elves anto peculiar and viible Congregations,wherein as members of -. ... 

one body, whereof Chriftis the head, they are ro worſhip God accor- . 

ding to his Word: To this Chucch he hath given royall priviledges,as - 

| the holy Ocacles,che Pcomiles,che Seals of the Covenant,his preſence, 

q love,protefion and bleſſing in a {p:ciall manner,here all chat acknow- 
ledge him ro be their Propher, Piieft, and King, are to be inrolled a- 
monelt his-houſhold ſervants,and to preſent their bodies, and ſoules, 
and gifts,and folemn ſervices for a {piricuall ſacrifice acceptable to God: 
by Jeſus Chriſt.Being thus united,they,to whom God hath given gitcs - - 
tointerpret the Scriptures,being approved bythe Church,and appoin=- 
ted thereunto,may,and ought to teach publikely the Word of Godby. 
prophecying according to the proportion of faitn for edification, ex=- | 
hortation, and comfort of the'Church, til ſuch time as men may be | 

had;ficior ſuch office or offices,as Chiiſt hath appointed tothe publike-- 

__- Minifteryot his Church; and then they are upon due triall,to proceed: 
to thechoyce and vrdination of thoſe officers according to God: and. 

| thenthe officers are todiipenſe che ſeals ot the Covenant,viz.Baptiſme- 

cotheleced of che faichfullin their Intancy,and to others nor yet bapti-: 
zd, when by protcthon of their faith they are added co the Church :. 

And all of che Ghuichchatare of yeers,and are able rocxamine them-- 

ſelves,nu{t communicate allo in the Lords Supper in both kindes, viz., 

Bread and Wine - © BE | ws 

: I'6. Concerning the Sacraments.. | ny 

:: That, rhey are in the ordinance of God, ſigns and feals:of -Gods., 
everlaſting Covenant with us, repreſenting-and offering to all recei- 
vers, but exhiviting only to true believers trhe-Lord Jeſus-Chriſt and 

all his benefus, uno righteoulnefF, ianFifcation, .and eternall life, . 

through taich in his name, to the Glory and:praiſe of God. - 
: ; .: 17. Concerning the power of. every Church. 

| . Fhat Chill hach'given the power of xchaling Qficers, and of re- 

cejvingin, or calling of any; : member, to the - whole body together 
of every Church, and.nvt zaany onenember apart or to more mem» 
bers ſcqueſtred from. the whale, ior togny other Congregationtodo | 
icfor them. yet os, 48 evest;Gelhurch aught to uſe the beſt help they - 
can hereunto, and ihe maſk met membey.they have to pronounce the : 
fame in their publike Aﬀſemblies, if thay, wats Qfigers.., And. to:chis -, 
_ enſure and judgement of Chriſt,duly and orderly difpented, every - 
' _ 06G \ A-% 5 member; 
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great.care. and advice to Proceed againſt fuck publike perfons,: 

18. Concerning the Communion of Churches.  . 
- That alchough particular Churches be diſtin and ſeverall Trade 
pendent bodieggcvery one asa city compatt within it {&f, wichour:ſub- 
ordination under,or:dependence upon any other but Jelix Chriftzyer 
are all Churches ro walk by one and the ſame rule, and by all means 
convenient; to have the counſell and help one of another," when need 
requireth,as members of one body, i in che common faith under Chriſt 
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"That Chriſt, when her aſcended up on high, gave gifts unto > eng 
and difpoked of them in feverall funtions, and for publike orditiary 
miniſteryzhe gave Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, Deacons, helpers for the; 

{ inftcuttion,govennment,and; ſervice of his Church,to the worlds ery! 
and'that none may; uſupp or execute/a'Miniftery in the Church, but” 
ſachavarerightlycaBed by the Church,whereotchey ſtarid Miniſters, 
andbe being fo called;theyought to give all diligence co:fulttll their Me 
niſtery;and 40. be found faithfull,and unblamable in allchinps-** 

_ that x hixminiſtery-1 is alikegiven toevery Church: of Chriſt; wit 
andequall-power, arid-commiſſion to haveandenjoy the Ama Odd- 
if  offrethfirmen, andimeans, andtheſame rules are given toall forvhe: 

; \ 5p eleQiorand execution rhereofin all places: which rules 8& lawesie i Is: 

A not lawfaltfor choſe Minifters,or for the Church, wittingly t 
G . . or tranſgrefſe j in any part. And choſe Miniſters thus choſen, and exe- 
Q .- _ catingtheir office "Cirbfully , every Church is bound to havechewsin 
1 | Ges love fortheir works ſake, to reverence them'accortlinggtorhe 
dignity: of their office w® they execute, and toprovide forcaemy that 
they be-nat entangled with the cares of this life;according to rheLiw - 
'F of Chriſt: : And cs to donor asitrway of conrtelie or mercy Buvoue - 
”f,. ofdurytothemintheLord; and hopein God hat the reſt 
| reftionſhall be of the juſt and ofthe anjuſt 3 of the Juſt, to the'rol 
re&ion of life,and = the unjuſtcothe reſurreQionofcc | 
20» 
Tharzmto all men is robe given whatſdever fs due* chem, e- 
gard of theif office, place, gifts, wages, eftate, and condition; ; 
vouring gue. hee to have alwayes « conlMience - yold 6f.' xc 
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